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Affordable Housing
	Affordable housing has become inevitable in the United States (US) as low-income, and middle-income earners are striving to find places that they can call their homes. However, the dreams of owning a home in the US can sometimes be elusive due to the lack of affordable housing strategies in major cities. The social problem can be traced back to the 1930s when federal housing programs were rampant. Congress formulated the Federal Housing Administration to ensure affordable housing for all American citizens. In this regards, the public could make low deposits and access long-term mortgages. The program targeted low-income individuals. The quality of housing at that time was low, and the development of public houses enabled persons to access utilities such as water and electricity. Even though the problem of affordable housing was expected to end, it escalated due to mass migration from urban areas to suburbs. Besides, the post-World War II era was characterized by the influx of immigrants and African-Americans who lived in low-quality. As a result, operational costs of public houses became unmanageable since most of the populations in cities and suburbs could not afford these residential units in spite of government subsidies.
[bookmark: _GoBack] 	New Orleans is among the cities that are still lagging in meeting affordable housing goals. In 2015, the city's administration set goals of developing 1500 affordable housing units. However, it only managed to create 412 housing units between 2018 and 2019, according to a report provided by a nonprofit organization known as HousingNOLA (Litten, 2019). Also, the city's administration injected funds into the Neighborhood Improvement Fund (NHIF) to subsidize affordable housing. The funds turned out to be inadequate. The city is under scrutiny for slugging to approve critical policies such as the inclusionary zoning legislation that aims at ensuring that housing is affordable to low-income and middle-income earners. The city has started zoning areas that will have 10% and 5% affordable residential areas composing buildings with more housing units (Litten, 2019). On a positive note, the city has set standards for affordable housing that developers must follow. 
	On the other hand, Los Angeles has made significant strides in ensuring affordable housing. Unlike New Orleans, the city has introduced linkage fees for developers to fund the construction and the maintenance of approximately 1767 affordable housing units (Chiland, 2017). The new ordinance is required to accumulate funds that could be used to support affordable housing in the future. Besides, the city’s administration has developed new incentives to motivate developers to build residential units close to transit stops such as rail stations. Developers are awarded bonus points for allocating portions of their units to low-income and middle-income earners (Chiland, 2017). Notably, the city has regulations that prevent the loss of rental units. Therefore, there is a Rent Stabilization Ordinance that requires property-owners aiming at demolishing or replacing their buildings to allocate 20% of the new units to affordable housing (Chiland, 2017). Besides, the city has fast-tracking initiatives for affordable housing, unlike New Orleans. In this regard, it has developed a comprehensive plan that streamlines the review process of buildings to save money and time. However, both New Orleans and Los Angeles have increased funding for affordable housing programs. Both cities have reimbursed funds for the construction of permanent supportive units for low-income and middle-income earners.
 	Los Angeles is on track with its affordable housing programs and should not develop New Orleans' solutions that are failing. Los Angeles' solutions are superior since its affordable housing projects are value-oriented. Developers are required to allocate specific percentages of their buildings to affordable housing so that the city does not rely solely of permanent supportive units. As a result, more low-income and middle-income earners can afford housing units in the city. Besides, affordable housing policies are expansive enough to encompass ordinances that take into account the needs of the public. For instance, demolition and replacements of buildings are subjected to a requirement of allocating a certain percentage of the new buildings to affordable housing. It is evident that the city is concerned about the prevalence of a lack of affordable housing; therefore, it has developed short-term and long-term strategies to mitigate the same.
 	In conclusion, other cities should emulate Los Angeles' affordable housing solutions. The city's administration should strive to ensure that the policies governing affordable housings are intact in the face of claims that property-owners are raising their rents. Landlords are the primary threat to a perfectly-executed housing program. Therefore, the city should hold their part of their bargain to provide even better incentives to property-owners to ensure continued support for affordable housing. New Orleans is nowhere near to meeting the targets of affordable housing. In this regard, the city should develop more comprehensive plans to ensure residential units are affordable to low-income and middle-income earners. The primary objective of affordable housing is to ensure that houses are affordable to the most significant proportion of the public. Cities need to take proactive measures on the problem to put an end to the urban issues that have plagued the American society since time immemorial. 
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